The Longest Night Christmas Service

Tuesday, December 21, 2004

7:00 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church, Arlington, Virginia
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"Some of us walk into Advent tethered to our unresolved yesterdays,
the pain still stabbing; the hurt still throbbing.

It’s not that we don’t know better;

it’s just that we can’t stand up anymore by ourselves.

On the way to Bethlehem, will you give us a hand?"

· Ann Weems  —
Musical Prelude 

Call to Worship 

     The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who lived in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden upon their shoulders, thou hast broken in pieces O God, our Renewer.








Excerpt from Isaiah 9

The Occasion
The Rev. Kim L. Coleman

An Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Liturgy of Remembrance

One:
This first candle we light to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice, the memory that binds them to us in this season. 
(Silence)

All:
May God's eternal love surround them. 

One:
This second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. (Silence) 


We pause to gather up the pain of the past and offer it to God, asking that from God's hands we receive the gift of peace. 

All:
Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and lead us into your future. 

One:
This third candle we light is to remember ourselves this holy season.  We pause and remember past weeks, months and years, the disbelief, the anger, the down times, the poignancy of reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family and friends, all those who stood and stand with us. (Silence) 

          
We give thanks for all the support we have known. 

All:
Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 

One:
This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope which the Christmas story offers to us. (Silence) 


We remember that God who shares our life promises us a place and time of no more pain and suffering. 

All:
Let us remember the One who shows the way, who brings the truth and who bears the light. 


Opening Prayer 

Officiant:
The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Officiant:
Let us pray:

     God of Mercy, hear our prayers in these Advent and Christmas seasons, for ourselves and for our families and friends who live with pain and sorrow.  We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of the Christ who shares our life in joy and sorrow, death and new birth, despair and promise. Amen. 

Hymn 56 (vv. 6, 7, 8)
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
The Hymnal 1982
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The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.




An Old Testament Lesson

Abstract from Isaiah 40 
A Reading from the book of Isaiah:

“Comfort, comfort my people," says our God. "Encourage the people of Jerusalem and tell them that their time of suffering is ended. With whom will you compare me? Who is my equal?" asks the Holy One. "Look   up to the heavens! 

Who made the stars, if not the One who leads them out like an army, calling each one by its own name? So mighty is God's power and strength that not one fails to answer. Israel, why then do you complain that our God does not know your troubles or care if you suffer injustice? Our God, the everlasting God, the creator of the farthest parts of the earth, never grows tired or weary. No one can fathom the depths of God's understanding. God gives power to the faint and strength to the powerless. Even youths become exhausted and young ones give up. 

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles they shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint."  

The Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
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Musical Interlude

Sandra Y. Johnson, Vocalist

Mary Did You Know?

I Call Him Lord

A Reading of Into This Silent Night 
Into this silent night

As we make our weary way

We know not where,

Just when the night becomes its darkest

And we cannot see our path,

Just then

Is when the angels rush in,

Their hands full of stars.

– Ann Weems from Kneeling in Bethlehem –
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          Musical Interlude

Sandra Y. Johnson, Vocalist * Vince Smith, Pianist

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

A Child is Born

Angels We Have Heard on High

Gospel Lesson

Abstract from John 1
A Reading from the Gospel according to John

Before the world was created, the world already existed; the word was with God and was the same as God. From this very beginning the word was with God. Through the word God made all things. Not one thing in all creation was made without the word. The word contained life and this life brought light to all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never overpowered it. 

The Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
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Sandra Y. Johnson, Vocalist

Vince Smith, Pianist

Jesus, What a Wonderful Child

Celebration Medley

(The First Noel, Go Tell It On The Mountain,

Joy to the World)

Prayers of the People 

One: 
In the spirit of this season let us now confidently ask God for all the things we need; For ourselves as we participate in whatever way we can this Christmas. God hear our Prayer.... 

All: 
And in your mercy answer. 

One:
For our families and friends that they may continue to help and support us. God, hear our prayer.... 

All:
And in your mercy answer. 

One:
For the persons we have loved that have died. For all the losses that we know, that all may be redeemed by your Easter promise. God, hear our prayer. 

All: 
And in your mercy answer. 

One:
For all our family and friends that they may know love and peace and happiness in you. God, hear our prayer. 

All:
And in your mercy answer. 

One: 
For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels, to come throughout the whole world. God, hear our prayer.... 

All: 
And in your mercy answer. 

One: 
God of great compassion and love, listen to the prayers of we your people. Grant to all, especially the bereaved and troubled ones this Christmas, the blessing we ask in the name of Christ who taught us to pray together saying: 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Signs of endings all around us
WLP 721
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The Benediction (all)

May the road rise up to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 


and the rains fall soft upon your fields; 

and until we meet again, 

        May you be held in the warmth of God's hand. 

The Blessing

Priest:


Most of all, may the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter any darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Dismissal (sung)
Go Now in Peace
Go now in peace.

Go now in peace.

May the love of God surround you.

Everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

(3x)
Our Featured Musicians

Barbara Stefan, Organist

Barbara Stefan loved music from the time she was a child, Christmas caroling in harmony with her large musical family.  By the age of 15 she was directing the adult choir at her country church.  In college, she majored in organ, and sang in the touring 40-voice a cappella choir, for which she was student conductor.  A career in administrative management, punctuated by part-time work as a choir director/organist, was followed by marriage and therapeutic foster care leading to the adoption of 3 special needs children.  Since her return to church music in 1998, Ms. Stefan has co-founded an area multicultural choir, been active with the Arlington County Public Schools as accompanist for choir, orchestra, and jazz strings, and started the Columbia Pike Community Chorus.  Currently she enjoys working with the handbell, children’s and adult choirs at Trinity Episcopal Church, where she is Minister of Music.
Vince Smith – Piano
Originating from Pensacola, Florida, Vince Smith received his degree in Music Education from Florida A&M University. After a tour in the Army playing in Army bands stateside and in Vietnam, he returned to Florida and worked as Assistant Band Director and Adjunct instructor at Bethune Cookman College in Daytona Beach, Florida.  Vince also was arranger for the college marching band and Jazz lab ensemble, and adjudicator for the Florida Bandmasters Association. During this period, he moved to the Washington, D.C. area and began freelancing at numerous venues, including Blues Alley. In 1995 his trio performed for the Democratic National Committee’s Presidential Luncheon for President Bill Clinton. His quintet annually performs at the East Coast Jazz Festival, and he is the pianist with the Capital Jazz All-Stars big band.
Sandra Y. Johnson – Vocalist

Sandra Y. Johnson, a native Washingtonian, holds a Graduate Certificate in Arts Management from American University and is currently pursuing the Master's Degree in Arts Management also from American University (December 2005). In January 2004, Sandra retired from the US Dept. of Labor as a Manpower Development Specialist after 37 years of service.
Sandra began singing in the school glee club in fourth through seventh grade. She joined the Women’s Fellowship Choir at her church in 1985. In 1986 she also joined the Blacks in Government Gospel Choir, Department of Labor Chapter, where she was the coordinator of the choir’s activities for fourteen years. Currently a private vocal student of Calvin J. Jones, University of the District of Columbia's Coordinator of Jazz Studies, Sandra has appeared several times at The Islander Restaurant, Westminster Presbyterian Church Jazz Series, Twin’s Jazz Lounge on U Street; and, has performed at the Fish Middleton Jazz Scholarship (FMJS) Fund’s East Coast Jazz Festival at the Double Tree Hotel in Rockville in February 2002, February 2003 and 2004. Sandra just performed at the historic Blues Alley Jazz Supper Club in Washington, DC on July 29, 2004.  She still sings the first Sunday of each month at the Gospel Rescue Mission in Washington, DC. Sandra’s goal upon completion of her studies at American University is to plan and produce music events and other special events,

while furthering her own music career as a jazz/gospel vocalist.
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We hope that you have a community of faith to support you in your time of sadness, grief, or loss. 

If you do not have a congregation, we invite you to join us here on Sunday mornings at 8:00 and 10:30 am to hear God’s word of hope and healing.

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24

5:30 pm
Festival Worship Service featuring Kids Christmas 



Pageant, Light of the World

10:30 pm
Festival Eucharist featuring Carol sing



Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25
10:00 am
“Christmas As You Remember” at Trinity Church 

11:00 am
“Christmas-In-Your-Jammies” at Dorchester Towers

The First Sunday after Christmas, December 26

10:00 am.
Holy Eucharist Rite II (modern) with music, Good News for 

God’s Kids, sermon and Holy Communion.

We return to our regular worship schedule on Sunday, January 2, 2005
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist (Rite I – traditional) with Sermon and Holy



Communion

9:30 am
Adult Christian Education that both informs and challenges 

10:30 am
Holy Eucharist (Rite II – modern) with Kids Sermon,

Music, Nursery Care, Sermon and Holy Communion

Trinity Episcopal Church

2217 Columbia Pike

Arlington, Virginia  22204

The Rev. Kim L. Coleman, Rector

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Bagioni, Assistant Rector

703/920-7077 ( info@tecarl.org
Not Celebrate?

Not celebrate?

Your burden is too great to bear?

Your loneliness is intensified during this Christmas season?

Your tears seem to have no end?

Not celebrate?

You should lead the celebration.

You should run through the streets


to ring the bells and sing the loudest!

You should fling the tinsel on the tree,


and open your house to your neighbors,



and call them in to dance!

For it is you above all others


who know the joy of Advent.

It is unto you that a Savior is born this day,


One who comes to lift your burden from your shoulders,


One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes.

You are not alone,


for he is born this day to you.
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This order of service adapted and used with permission.  Copyright 1996, Wood Lake Books

The poems included in the service are by Ann Weems.  Yesterday’s Pain (p. 16), Into this Silent Night (p. 55) and Not Celebrate (p. 62) are from Kneeling in Bethlehem, published by Westminster/John Knox Press.

Congregational music selections are from The Hymnal 1982 and from Wonder, Love and Praise. Used with permission. 
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